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YOUR ENGINEERS serving industry and other users of 


electric energy have an important war job to do in help- 
ing to make the most of our power resources. Electrical 
ideas such as these, though sometimes minor in them- 
selves, can add up BIG when widely applied—frequently 
saving energy, man power, and critical materials. 
General Electric is ready to assist in the cause of conser- 
vation by supplying information or application aid wher- 
ever better electrical utilization can help to win the war. 
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POWDER MAGAZINES and other hazardous areas which 
cannot have installed lighting can be safely illuminated 
with this new 50-candlepower, portable, battery-operated 
G-E floodlight. It has a dust- and vapor-proof lamp 
housing, and is equipped with a 5-cell storage battery 
with nonspill valves. Normal burning time, about 10 
hours. Provision is made for quick exchange of charged 
or discharged batteries. 






DIM-OUTS OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS, without painting or 
obstructing the full lens area, can be provided for by 
means of a control switch developed by the G-E Lighting 
Division. A transformer reduces the voltage so the fila- 
ment just glows when the switch is thrown to the dim-out 
position. The device can be mounted in the base of the 
controller cabinet without drilling extra holes in the 
panel or making any wiring changes. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC, 


SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


TIME IS SAVED installing gang-operated, oil fuse cut. 
outs of this new metal-enclosed type—the latest of the 
factory-assembled units produced by General Electric 
(here shown without cover). The new assemblies are well 
adapted for use in industrial plants for branch circuits, 
in individual transformers or banks, motors, control 
apparatus, and electric-heating equipment. 





POWER WASTED in the 12-hour “‘break-in”’ runs of new 
aircraft engines is being recovered by using electric 
generators as the load. A flexible power-recovery system, 
which G.E. helped to develop, makes the method prac- 
tical for testing engines over a wide range of speeds. 
General Electric has installed more than 70 equipments 
at various plants. At one, millions of kw-hr per month 
are being recovered, relieving a local power shortage. 





Cole see ae ae ee OD » 


A STAND-BY POWER SOURCE consisting of an aute 
matically controlled motor-generator set and_ storage 
batteries, has been installed by a manufacturer 0 
marine speed-reduction gears to assure the absolute 
continuity of the final hobbing operations. Should pow’ 
fail or voltage vary while this work is in progress, the 
accuracy of the work would be seriously affected. Th¢ 
set consists of motor; two generators; the necessary 
batteries, and control for precise voltage regulation. 
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Continued Construction of 
Power Projects Urged 


Abe Fortas tells National Reclamation Association that we are still 


faced with prospect of power shortages in 1943; says 


methods must be found to complete projects 


Need for continued construction of 
irrigation and power projects in the 
west to meet war demands for food and 
electric energy in 1943 and later years 
was expressed by Abe Fortas, Under 
Secretary of the Interior, at the annual 
National Reclamation Association con- 
vention in Denver October 15. Mr. For- 
tas pledged that Secretary Ickes will 
continue to urge that Congress and the 
War Production Board make available 
money, materials and men to complete 
already started projects and to com- 
mence new ones which can be built 
within three years. 


Warns on Shortages 


After reviewing the strides of recla- 
mation work in recent years, Mr. Fortas 
warned that “splendid as is this record, 
there are signs that, unless vigorous 
action is taken, there will soon be short- 
ages in food and fiber crops.” He said 
that another 10,000,000 acres of tillable 
land will be needed in the next year 
or two, a substantial part of which 
must be in “the arid western states.” 

“To do this,’ he continued, “we 
must have money, materials and man- 
power. In view of the known facts, 
I can say to you, upon the authority of 
the Secretary of the Interior, that the 
department proposes to urge upon the 
Bureau of the Budget and upon Con- 
gress the necessity for the appropria- 
tion of funds to accelerate the comple- 


tion of pending reclamation projects, 
and to begin new projects which can 
be completed in the next three years; 
that propose to urge upon the 
War Production Board with all the 
vigor at our command that materials be 
produced and made available to enable 
these projects to be carried forward, 
taking into account, of course, the com- 
peting demands for materials for 
other war purposes. . 


we 


Would Complete Projects 


“The situation with respect to power 
developments which are an inseparable 
part of the reclamation projects is 
much the same. We are still faced with 
the prospect of power shortages in 
1943 and thereafter if our war produc- 
tion program proceeds as it must. 
There. again, we need money, materials 
and manpower to complete projects 
which are now under way, and to un- 
dertake new ones to provide for our 
needs in the later years when we may 
still be at war.” 

Along with the total public and priv- 
ate company plans for power expansion 
in the next three years, the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s power program recently 
was curtailed by WPB (ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp, August 29, 1942, page 4). Since 
then the bureau has urged reinstate- 
ment of the deferred projects—a sub- 
ject now being studied by the War Pro- 
duction Board. 


Byrnes to Oppose 
Rate Increases 


Despite Congressional rejection of 
the Norris amendment giving the Presi- 
dent veto power over utility rate in- 
creases (ExLectricAL Worip, October 
10, 1942, page 3), Director of Economic 
Stabilization Byrnes has given strong 
indication that he will throw the full 
weight of the federal government in 
opposition to any increases. 

Within 72 hours after taking office, 


Mr. Byrnes formally designated the 
Office of Price Administration the 


agency to intervene in utility rate cases. 
At the same time he directed OPA Ad- 
ministrator Henderson to “take such 
action as is within your power” to halt 
a $200,000-a-year increase in rates of 
the Washington (D.C.) Gas Light Co., 
which was awarded by the District of 
Columbia Public Utilities Commission 
under a sliding scale contract. 

The gas rate increase allowed only 
pre-war taxes (corporate income at 31 
percent and no excess profits) as oper- 
ating expenses, but Director Byrnes 
still expressed “surprise” that the com- 
mission had granted an increase aver- 
aging 3 cents monthly to consumers. 
OPA strenuously opposed any increase 
prior to enactment of the so-called anti- 
inflation law. 


WPB Asks Report 
on Dead Cable 


WPB’s power division has asked util- 
ities to report the length, size and con- 
dition of all their dead cable still car- 
ried in plant account as a first step 
toward putting this material into war 
work, 

Cable in excess inventories under Or- 
der P-46 is rapidly disappearing and it 
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is expected that suppliers will not be 
permitted sufficient critical materials to 
fabricate an adequate amount of new 
stocks for utility use, which will re- 
quire inter-utility trading of some cable 
in ducts to more essential spots. 

In their report to WPB, utilities are 
asked to inspect and test all cable in 
ducts not in use and to classify it into 
one of these categories: Class 1, to be 
left in place for anticipated future load 
(expected within six months) or emer- 
gency use; Class 2, suitable for re- 
moval elsewhere; Class 3, to be removed 
for salvage. Data are requested on the 
number of conductors, voltage, type of 
insulation and sheath and their condi- 
tion, and length. 

The cable report marks the first time 
WPB has asked for an inventory of 
material still in plant account but not 
in active use. Recently, the power di- 
vision asked utilities to give an item- 
by-item accounting of all wire, cable 
and busbar in P-46 maintenance inven- 
tory as well as that in excess stores. 
Indications at this time are that there 
is sufficient stock of overhead conduc- 
tor in utility stocks to meet require- 
ments for some time without resorting 
to transfer of idle lines. 


Says Electricity 
to Be Nationalized 


“It is our firm intention to nationalize 
electricity in the province of Quebec,” 
declared Leon Casgrain, Attorney-Gen- 
eral of Quebec, at a meeting of the Le- 
tellier St. Just Club, held recently. To 
what extent the nationalization is to go, 
and when it is to come, the Minister did 
not say. 

Mr. Casgrain’s talk was in response 
to some speeches made by Mr. Duples- 
sis in the Lake St. John region, in 
which the National Union leader is 
credited with having said that he would 
put an end to two trusts. Mr. Duplessis 
had made a similar promise prior to 
1936, said Mr. Casgrain, but had done 
nothing when in office. 

“He talks of abolishing trusts, but 
we have acts to our credit,” said Mr. 
Casgrain. “We passed a law to expro- 
priate the Beauharnois power develop- 
ment. Last session we passed a law to 
come to an understanding with the prov- 
ince of Ontario in regard to the water 
powers in the Ottawa River. Under 
that arrangement Ontario will have ex- 
clusive rights to the powers in the upper 
Ottawa closest to Toronto and we will 
have exclusive rights to the Carillon 
site, close to Montreal. Each will be 
masters exclusively of their respective 
water powers, and in that way avoid 
the difficulties which come with divided 
ownerships. ... ” 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 





Louisvitte Gas & Evecrric Co. plans 
to dismantle an old artificial gas plant 
on Jackson street and turn approxi- 
mately 1,250,000 pounds of metals into 
scrap, according to Robert Montgom- 
ery, vice-president. The company was 
recently cited by WPB for its efforts 


in producing scrap, which included 
118,226 pounds of copper, 793,658 


pounds of iron and steel, 5,980 pounds 
of brass, 450 pounds of aluminum, 548 
pounds of zinc, 22,013 pounds of lead 
and 8,305 pounds of rubber. 


LANDMARK OF MonvrrEAL for many 
years, the mammoth cross which stands 
atop Mount Royal has given up five- 
eighths of its power, used for nightly 
illumination, to local war industries. 
The 103-ft. emblem is now lighted only 
in outline to conform to dimout regula- 
tions. 


Wisconsin ELectric Power Co. has 
announced a Reddy Kilowatt war ef- 
fort contest for school boys and girls. 
Contestants are asked to write a letter 
of 150 words or less on “three impor- 
tant ways in which electricity helps the 
war effort by preventing waste in my 
home.” More than $500 in war bonds 
and stamps will be awarded the prize 
winners. 


New York’s ParK DEPARTMENT is 
surveying Flushing Meadow Park, site 





SWITCH “CHRISTENING”—A 230,000-volt 
disconnecting switch, one of the largest 
ever built by General Electric, is “christ- 
ened” by Peggy McNulty. woman tester, 
while some of the workers who helped to 


build it look on. The switch was built 
for a Western war plant 
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of the World’s Fair, in an effort to re. 
cover some 200 tons of copper cable 
buried in concrete ducts underground, 
Frank Kenny, assistant director of 
purchasing for the fair corporation, 
said that more than a million feet of 
the cable were installed. Half of the 
cable had been sold as salvage when 
the fair closed and the remainder left 
untouched for future use in the devel. 
opment of the site into a park. 


PRODUCERS OF ELECTRIC POWER, tele. 
phone and telegraph companies and the 
radio broadcasters can look forward to 
the year 1948 as a troublesome operat- 
ing year, according to Dr. W. Gleiss. 
berg, writing in the Journal of Astro. 
physics of the University of Chicago. 
The difficulties will be caused by a 
period of maximum sunspot occurrence 
probably more powerful than any since 
1837. Periods of heavy sunspot activ- 
ity are accompanied by electrical phe- 
nomena, including “northern lights,” 
which cause major operating difficul- 
ties, particularly in power transmission 
lines and communications. 


Two GENERATORS which supplied cur- 
rent for the first electric street railway 
system in Richmond, Va., are going on 
the scrap pile to help win the war, a 
Virginia Electric & Power spokesman 
announced recently. Jack G. Holtz- 
claw, president, said the generators 
will yield 56,000 pounds of iron, 14,000 
pounds of copper and 500 pounds of 
brass. The generators were in use un 
til 1935, when they were retired from 
service. 


FIRST LARGE ELECTRICAL _ DISPLAY 
sicN on New York’s Broadway to meet 
dim-out requirements is on the Astor 
theater front. Covering 3,000 sq.ft, it 
contains 15-ft. illuminated _ letters. 
While visible from the street, no light 
is thrown upward to create an aura 
visible at sea. Hooded and screened 
blue bulbs are used which expose 00 
open light, but rather a luminous glow. 


Ratpw H. Tapscott, president o 
the Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York, is the recipient of a 25-year ser 
ice button. Mr. Tapscott joined the 
predecessor company, the New York 
Edison Co., in 1917 as assistant chie! 
electrical engineer. In 1937 he wa 
made president. 


A NEW EMPLOYEE NEWSPAPER, te 
Southern California Edison News, made 
its debut last month. Vol. 1, No. 1 W# 
eight pages in size, with a page size 
9x12 in. Mary Shoop of the utility’ 
advertising staff is editor. 
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WPB Halts Production of 


Non-Industrial Fluorescent 


New order restricts assembly of industrial fluorescent fixtures, pro- 
vides for channeling “frozen” units to war use, bans further 
use of metal for reflectors: amends order L-78 


Differentiation between industrial and 
non-industrial fixtures for fluorescent 
lighting was made this week by WPB 
in an order which halts production of 
the latter type. continues restriction on 
assembly of the former and provides 
for channeling “frozen” commercial 
units into war uses. Included in the 
order was the anticipated ban on 
further use of metal for reflectors. 

Under the order. which further 
amends L-78 issued last April, new ma- 
terials may be used only for fabrica- 
tion of industrial-type fixtures to fill 
war orders rated A-l-J or better or 
rated under the production require- 
ments plan. This is virtually the same 
sales limitation which has been in 
effect for both commercial and indus- 
trial fixtures. 


New Rule on Stock Sales 


\ new provision permits sales of ex- 
isting commercial stocks or of new com- 
mercial stocks assembled from blocked 
inventories to purchasers rated B-2 or 
better—in other words, to any user who 
can obtain a rating indicating relation- 
ship to the war effort. Unrestricted sales 
of fixtures designed for use with tubes 
or bulbs of not more than 30 watts 
remain a part of the order. 

Use of new material for manufacture 
of small fixtures has been prohibited 
since last spring, but additional units 
of any type fixtures may be as- 
sembled from component parts fabri- 
cated before April 20, effective date of 
the original limitation. Relatively un- 
restricted sale and exchange of these 
parts within the industry is authorized 
to facilitate this assembly. 

For purposes of the order, industrial 
type fixtures are defined as those “de- 
signed and constructed to illuminate 
an area of a factory, workshop or similar 
plant in which area manufacturing, as- 
sembling, or other industrial functions 
are performed.” Non-industrial fixtures 
are all others. 

The ban on use of metal for reflec- 
tors becomes effective October 31, and 
hone may be delivered after November 
16 except units completely fabricated 
Prior to October 19, date of the amend- 
ment. Exceptions permit continued use 
of metal in authorized production of 
reflectors for use with 400- and 3,000- 
Watt mercury vapor tubes because of 
safety requirements; for portable fix- 


tures for use with industrial machines. 
tools, assembly benches, etc., for which 
non-metal reflectors have not yet been 
developed; for use with hot or cold 
cathode tubes or bulbs used in Class II 
hazardous locations under article 32 of 
the National Electrical Code, 1940 edi- 
tion; or to fill specific Navy order for 
use aboard ships. 


Drop Amendment 
on Tax Exemptions 


Senate and House conferees, passing 
the 1942 War Tax Bill this week, elim- 
inated the La Follette amendment which 
would have given federal corporate tax 
exemption to private non-profit organ- 
izations formed upon petition of the 
electorate to purchase and operate util- 
ities (ELectricaL Worip, October 17. 
1942, page 70). 

The House conferees accepted the 
Senate amendment granting utilities a 
credit against corporate income sur- 
taxes for preferred stock * dividends 
(ELectricaL Wor.p, October 17, 1942, 
page 76). 





Group Will Oppose 
Staten Island Deal 


Thirty-six civic, real estate, commer- 
cial and taxpayers’ groups are partic- 
ipating in a citizens’ committee, under 
the chairmanship of Charles H. Tuttle. 
former United States attorney, to op- 
pose the purchase and operation by 
New York City of the Staten Island Edi- 
son Corp. The purchase proposal is now 
pending in New York’s City Council 
(ELectricaL Wor.p, September 5, page 
74). 

“The proposal to have the city pur- 
chase and operate the power and light 
service of the Staten Island Edison 
Corp..” Mr. Tuttle declared in a state- 
ment issued explaining the organiza- 
tion of the new committee, “was intro- 
duced in the City Council August 31 in 
the form of a local law, which, if 
adopted by the Council, will be sub- 
mitted to the electors of the city for 
ratification at a special election to be 
held on January 30, 1943. The measure 
proposes the property shall be acquired 
for a sum not to exceed $16,500,000. It 
would be unfortunate if, while the 
minds of the people are preoccupied 
with war, they were not enabled to give 
the same careful scrutiny to this propo- 
sition that they have to similar proposi- 
tions in the past. It is the purpose of 
our committee to focus public attention 
upon this proposal, and I am glad to 
report that where it has been studied 
by civic, commercial, real estate and 
taxpayers’ groups the most intense op- 


” 


position has been voiced . . . 
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LIGHTING DESIGN DESKS—Latest idea in lighting drafting boards and design desks— 

troffers set at an angle of 45 deg. with the axis of the room—miniminizing the effects 

of direct glare, reflected glare and shadows, is seen in this picture of the 70-ft. candle 

fluorescent lighting in the new engineering office of the Standard Transformer Co., 
Warren, Ohio 
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Supreme Court Refuses to 
Ban Trial on FPC License 


Deny Justice Department request requiring Appalachian Power Co. to 


accept commission's 1942 license, without trial, on operation of 


hydro-electric project — War burden cited by department 


The Supreme Court denied last week 
a Department of Justice request to re- 
quire Appalachian Electric Power Co. 
to accept, without a trial, a 1942 license 
from the Federal Power Commiss‘on 
to regulate operation of a hydro-electric 
power project on New River, near Rad- 
ford. Va. A trial at this time, the 
Justice Department contended, would 
interfere with the war effort. 

In a decision in the case, handed 
down December 16, 1940, the Supreme 
Court had already ruled that the project 
was subject to regulation by the FPC. 
At that time the Federal District Court 
of West Virginia was directed to enjoin 
the power company from operating the 
project except under an FPC license 
“substantially in the form” of the one 
offered by the commission in 1931. 

The present concerns the re- 
fusal of Appalachian to accept a license 
tendered by the commission in 1942 
which, it claims, is considerably differ- 
ent from the one offered in 1931. The 


case 


commission asserts that the two licenses 
are substantially the same. 


Solicitor- 





SALVAGING BUSBARS—This is part of 42,502 pounds of copper busbars salvaged 
by the Portland General Electric Co., Portland, Ore., in dismantling the Alder Street 
d.c. substation recently. Of this 20,358 pounds was strictly scrap, while the remainder 
represented good busbar material that could have been used again. 


as scrap to help the war effort. 


General Charles Fahy of the Depart- 
ment of Justice asked the Supreme 
Court to construe its 1940 decision to 
require the utility to accept the new 
license, citing the “substantial burden” 
a trial would place upon the government 
during wartime. The Supreme Court 
denied the request. The Federal Dis- 
trict Court has ruled that evidence must 
be received on the relationship between 
the two licenses. 

According to the Department of 
Justice, Appalachian Electric Power 
objected to the 1942 FPC license on 
the following grounds: 

1. The provisions reserve authority 
in the commission to regulate the use 
and storage of water in the interests of 
water users downstream from _ the 
Claytor Dam project and require a 
definite minimum release of water from 
the project. 

2. The license provides for payment 
of annual charges by the company. 

3. The provisions of the 1942 license 
establish an amortization 
tne company. 


reserve by 


New copper returned, 274,800 pounds 





ELECTRICAL 


But all was sold 
To date, the complete salvage operations of this 
company since Pearl Harbor total 80,700 pounds of aluminum, 
lead, 235,000 pounds of copper (including the busbars) and 260,000 pounds of iron. 


182,500 pounds of 
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4, The provisions would subject the 
company to such rules and regulations 
as the commission may issue from time 
to time, 


Washington Power 
Escapes Flood 


Power supply of Washington’s metro- 
politan area escaped damage in last 
week end’s record-breaking flood which 
struck hardest in regions south and 
west of the District of Columbia. 

Potomac Electric Power Co., which 
serves the nation’s capital, reported no 
trouble in its territory despite an all- 
night vigil to protect its facilities from 
rising waters which threatened them. 

Virginia Public Service Co. experi- 
enced virtually no trouble in its two 
principal areas, Arlington and Alex- 
andria counties in the metropolitan 
area, and the Newport News district. 
So little did the flood affect Virginia 
Public Service operations in these areas 
that the company was able to serve 
customers of the Virginia Electric & 
Power Co. between Washington and 
Fredericksburg, Va., when the latter’s 
Fredericksburg station was shut down 
by high water. 

Elsewhere in Virginia Public Service 
Co. territory trouble was more serious, 
with several generating plants shut 
down. Principal stoppage was at Char- 
lottesville, where waters flooded the 
generating plant and forced the town 
into darkness for about four hours 
until auxiliary supplies could be routed 
to the area. The plant had not been 
returned to service by the middle of 
this week, but President William Wood 
said the company can get along for the 
present without that plant’s capacity. 

The Public Service Company’s She- 
nandoah Valley operations also suf- 
fered. Two hydro-electric stations of 
small capacity were flooded, leaving the 
areas they served without power for as 
long as twelve hours. Damage at each 
station was so severe that no decision 
has yet been reached as to their rehabili- 
tation. Line trouble in this area, how- 
ever, was relatively unimportant. 

No estimate of the damage was forth- 
coming at the company’s headquarters 
in Alexandria. Mr. Wood said simply 
that “from the money point of view 
the damage was surprisingly small com- 
pared to what it might have been.” 


Will Bid on Utility Unit 


City Council of Las Cruces, Tex., has 
notified the Securities and Exchange 
Commission of its intention to bid on 
the Mesilla Valley division of the EI 
Paso Electric Co. if a sale is forced 
under the Holding Company Act. 
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Re-elect Bond & Share 


Board in Stormy Session 


Minority group of stockholders wages battle royal for new manage- 
ment slate and $10,000 limit on officers salaries on 
occasion of annual meeting 


In a five-hour battle royal, character- 
ized by some as “the most unruly and 
acrimonious corporate meeting in utility 
history,” Electric Bond & Share Co., on 
the occasion of its annual stockholders’ 
meeting held October 14, defeated pro- 
posals to replace the present board of 
directors and limit salaries of officers 
to $10,000 a year. Samuel Okin, New 
York attorney, who said he represented 
30,000 shares of common stock, led the 
fight of a group of stockholders who 
sought to oust the present board of di- 
rectors by challenging the validity of 
the proxies and declaring that no legal 
quorum was present to transact the 
business of the meeting. The com- 
pany’s president, S. W. Murphy, chair- 
man of the meeting, however, declared 
that the proxies were in order and were 
open for inspection. On the basis of 
some 4,000,000-odd proxies, balloting 
was limited to the directors named on 
the company’s proxy and attempts by 
stockholders groups to nominate other 
directors for election, representing the 
common and preferred shareholders, 
was defeated. 


Mr. Murphy Reports 


Following the preliminary phases of 
the meeting, which was called to order 
by C. E. Groesbeck, chairman of the 
board, and which resulted in a series 
of charges and counter-charges by in- 
dividual stockholders as to the legality 
of the meeting, the various groups 
agreed to compromise by letting the 
meeting start and reserving their right 
to challenge the company’s proxies at 
some later time. Mr. Murphy then 
read a 26-page report on the affairs of 
the company dealing with the problems 
facing Bond & Share and the sub-hold- 
ing companies and subsidiaries in the 
system. Mr. Murphy reported that the 
company had a net income of $6,000,- 
439 for the twelve months ended Sep- 
tember 30, 1942, compared with $10,- 
843.888 for the corresponding period 
ending September 30, 1941—$1,822,095 
less than the preferred dividend re- 
quirements. His statement went ex- 
haustively into the position of the com- 
pany in its dealings with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission and_ the 
problems brought up in connection with 
compliance with the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act. In addition, 


he dealt with government competition 
in the utility field and the increasing 
burden of taxation. 

Following the reading of the annual 
statement, bedlam broke loose again 
among the stockholders. ” After state- 
ments from stockholders, or representa- 
tives of groups, Samuel Okin prac- 
tically took over the floor and for 14 
hours harangued the audience with an 
account of his personal fight with the 
Bond & Share management and the 
SEC, which had sought to prevent him 
from dissuading stockholders to with- 
hold their proxies from the manage- 
ment. Among other things, Mr. Okin 
claimed to have prevented the United 
Gas Corp. financing program under 
which it was proposed to subordinate 
approximately $53,000,000 of Electric 
Bond & Share assets. At the end of 
his recital Mr. Murphy ordered him 
off the floor for misrepresentating cer- 
tain situations in respect to the com- 
pany’s transactions. 

With the election of directors, the 
meeting finally broke up at 7 p.m., Mr. 
Groesbeck making the observation that 
he thought “the whole thing had been 
a healthy and beneficial affair.” 


Portland Electric 
Files to Dissolve 
Thomas W. Delzell and R. L. Clark, 


trustees of the Portland Electric Power 
Co., in reorganization under the fed- 
eral bankruptcy laws, have filed a vol- 
untary plan of reorganization with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
contemplating eventual dissolution of 
the company. A hearing on the pro- 
posed plan has been set for November 
9 by the SEC. 

The trustees’ plan proposes that 
Portland Electric Power’s holdings of 
236,819 shares, representing all the 
common stock of its subsidiary, Port- 
land General Electric Co., will be dis- 
tributed to the holders of the com- 
pany’s bonds and prior preferred stock. 
In addition, 154,705 common shares 
of another subsidary, Portland Trac- 
tion Co., would also be distributed to 
the company’s security holders. The 
stocks represent all the common shares 
of the two subsidiaries. 
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NEW CIRCUIT BREAKERS—To reduce the 
amount of steel and copper going into 
circuit breakers and cut down the number 
of types. four new breakers were de- 
veloped by Westinghouse recently. replac- 
ing 14 old types. shown in the foreground. 
H. D. Dorfman, Westinghouse engineer, 
points out the space-saving contact to J. H. 
Butts, manager, small breaker division. 
The new line saves 38 percent steel, 18 
percent copper 





It is then proposed in the plan that 
a new corporation, Portland Electric 
Power Realization Corp., would be or- 
ganized with a capital stock of 5,681,- 
900 shares of $1 preferred stock and 
124,812 shares of $1 par common stock. 
The new company would also receive 
certain of the remaining assets of 
Portland Electric Power Co. 


Niagara Hudson Power 
Hearing Recessed 


“Death sentence” proceedings against 
the Niagara Hudson Power Corp. 
(ELectricaL Worip, October 17, page 
73; September 5, page 73) have been 
recessed until November 16, following 
conclusion of introduction of exhibits 
by SEC’s trial examiner. The month’s 
delay was granted to enable the re- 
spondents to prepare their case and 
present material requested by the utili- 
ties division. 

Richard C. Townsend, the commis- 
sion’s trial examiner, granted the delay, 
but indicated he would countenance no 
further postponements. 
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Kentucky Utilities 
Buys Tri-City 


Purchase by the Kentucky Utilities 
Co., a subsidiary of Middle West Corp., 
of the Tri-City Utilities Co., organized 
last winter to take over the remaining 
properties of the former Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power Co., was an- 
nounced last week by R. M. Watt, 
president of K-U. Watt estimated that 
the purchase price would range _ be- 
tween $1,500,000 and $2,000,000, de- 
pending on adjustments in valuation as 
of the date the property changes hands. 
Tri-City, like its predecessor, Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee. was a subsidiary of 
Associated Electric Co., and operated. 
at the time of the purchase, eleven 
public utility properties in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, adjacent to K-U terri- 
tory. Other former Kentucky-Tennes- 
see properties in Bowling Green, Mur- 
ray, Mayfield, Hopkinsville and Rus- 
sellvillé were sold to the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

Biggest properties involved in the 
transaction are the electric and water 
systems of Frankfort, Ky., where re- 
cently the city and the Tri-City Utili- 
ties failed to agree on a price (ELeEc- 
TRICAL Worip, October 10, page 20). 
Pending before the Public Service Com- 
mission are resumption of hearings on 
the commission’s order against Tri- 
City to show cause why Frankfort elec- 
tric rates should not be reduced. Con- 
tract of K-U to purchase Tri-City will 
not affect holding of the hearings. ac- 
cording to T. B. McGregor of the 
commission. 

Apart from the Frankfort properties, 
the sale involves facilities at Bloom- 
field, New Haven, Taylorsville, Huston- 
ville, Irvine, Hawesville, Pembroke, 
Ravenna, Beattyville and Jellico, Tenn. 

Approval of the sale must be obtained 
from the Public Service Commission 
and the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, 


Tighten Coast 
Dimout Regulations 


Dimout regulations on the Pacific 
Coast from Canada to Mexico will be 
strengthened by order of Lieut.-Gen- 
eral J. L. Dewitt, issued October 10. 
The proclamation amends regulations 
put into effect August 20 to eliminate 
sky glow and obscure target areas 
within the restricted zone, 

Under the revised order restrictions 
are tightened on street lighting and 
interior lighting of all descriptions. All 
street and highway lights within the 
restricted area are ordered shielded so 
that each light source emits no more 
than 10 percent of its total lamp lumens 
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ASSOCIATION ADVERTISING—One of a 
current series of advertisements, more or 
less institutional in character, being fea- 
tured by the Electrical Association of 
Philadelphia, designed to express the all- 
inclusive electrical service rendered by 
the association’s members. Distributor, 
dealer, manufacturer and utility groups 
within the association all have their func- 
tions and services dramatized, with con- 
servation as the keynote theme of the 
series 





at angles above the horizontal. The 
previous proclamation provided that 
street and highway lights be so shielded 
that they were not visible from the sea 
at night and so that no light was emitted 
upward. 

The amended order provides that all 
interior light sources within the re- 
stricted zone which emit direct rays 
above the horizontal out-of-doors shall 
be extinguished and that all interior 
lighting of every description be reduced 
or controlled so that it does not con- 
tribute more than 1 ft.-candle of illu- 
mination upon any outdoor area. 

Show window lighting must be 
screened, under the amended order, so 
that illumination on the adjacent side- 
walk area does not exceed 1 ft.-candle. 
Householders, to conform with the tight- 
ened regulations, must keep shades or 
drapery drawn across all windows when 
rooms are lighted at night. This is an 
extension of the previous order cover- 
ing windows visible from the sea. 

With the exception of provisions cov- 
ering street and highway lights, the 
new regulations will be effective Octo- 
ber 25. Communities will have until 
November 12 to shield further street 
and highway lights in conformance 
with the order. 
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SEC Order Names 
Indiana Service 


The Securities and Exchange Com. 
mission last week instituted corporate 
simplification proceedings, under Sec- 
tion 11 (b) (2) of the Holding Com. 
pany Act, against Indiana Service 
Corp., a unit of the Midland United (o, 
system, and a direct subsidiary of Mid- 
land Utilities Co. The commission gave 
the Indiana company until November 
24 to file answers to a series of allega- 
tions contained in the order and set 
December 14 for a hearing on the case, 

In its notice for hearing the commis- 
sion pointed out that dividends have 
not been paid on Indiana’s 7 percent 
and 6 percent preferred stocks since 
1932. As of December 31, 1941, these 
arrears amounted to $69 a share on the 
7 percent stock and $59 on the 6 per- 
cent. Dividends on the common stock 
of the company have not been paid 
since 1930, the commission said. 

The commission further contended 
that the setting up of adequate reserves 
to absorb a loss expected to result from 
the abandonment of street railway prop- 
erty ($2,678,600), for preferred stock 
dividends in arrears ($1,932,281) and 
to write off plant adjustments ($187.- 
421) would increase the earned surplus 
deficit as of December 31, 1941, to ap- 
proximately $12,531,128. The finally ad- 
justed deficit in surplus, the commis- 
sion added, would exceed this figure. 
since the depreciation reserves of the 
company appeared to be inadequate. 


Transfers Power Line 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
has authorized the Wisconsin Power & 
Light Co. to turn over to the Wisconsin 
Michigan Power Co. a $45,000 trans- 
mission line and a permit for supplying 
wholesale energy to the city of Clinton- 
ville. According to the commission, the 
purpose of the new arrangement will 
be to enable Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co. to supply more adequately the de- 
mands of other portions of its system. 


Orders $53,100 Rate Cut 


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis- 
sion has ordered the Edison Light & 
Power Co., York, Pa., and vicinity, to 
file a new schedule of rates designed 
to effect an annual reduction of approxi- 
mately $53,100. The new rates are te 
be effective retroactively to March 24. 
1942. 

A commission spokesman said this is 
the final order in a rate proceedings 
case instituted by the commission 1 
1937. 
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Midwest Companies to 


Adopt Bi-Monthly Billing 


Commonwealth Edison and Central Illinois Public Service Co. adopt 
variations of meter-reading and billing methods on residential 


customers to conserve manpower, rubber and gasoline 


Two more electric utilities in the 
Middle West have announced their in- 
tention of adopting bi-monthly meter 
reading to combat the problems of re- 
duced manpower and curtailed travel 
imposed by wartime conditions. One of 
the two companies, both of which are 
in Illinois, has expressed the intention 
of adopting bi-monthly billing, while 
the other and larger of the two will con- 
tinue to render bills monthly, with in- 
terim bills estimated. 

C. Y. Freeman, chairman of the 
board of Commonwealth Edison Co., 
announced that the Chicago utility will 
introduce the new system of reading 
electric meters every two months “as 
soon as possible.” He indicated that 
the plan will not be put into effect be- 
fore December 1 as there are many 
problems in operation to be worked out 
before it can be put into effect. 


Monthly Billing Continued 


The Chicago utility will continue to 
render bills monthly. The alternate bill 
will be averaged. The new stream- 
lined methods will apply only to resi- 
dential accounts. Larger commercial 
and industrial accounts will continue to 
be read on a monthly basis as before. 
Financially Commonwealth Edison will 
not benefit greatly from the change. The 
company is now reported to be short 
some 60 meter readers. However, it is 
possible that it will lose still more 
readers, as men are called into military 
service, 

A step similar to that of the Edison 
company, but even more drastic because 
it included bi-monthly billing as well 
as meter reading, was introduced on 
October 1 by Central Illinois Public 
Service Co., Springfield, a subsidiary of 
Middle West. 

This activity in bi-monthly billing by 
the Springfield company is a prelim- 
ary trial in one of the larger groups 
of customers to determine what can be 
expected of the plan. It covers about 
13,000 of the company’s 180,000 cus- 
tomers throughout an area of 3.500 
square miles and is being undertaken 
lm anticipation of the increasing difficul- 
hes under which the company is oper- 
ating. Customers in the trial group will 
receive hills only every other month. No 
will be raised, of course, to a 
Customer sending a check “on account” 
if he wishes to balance his finances 


objectio: 


monthly; however the meter will be 
read only at the end of two months. 

Prior to application to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission many local con- 
tacts were made and public reaction 
as a whole is expected to be on the 
favorable side. Investigation of other 
companies’ use of this billing method 
indicates that the unfavorable reaction 
is almost totally with those who have 
trouble paying their service bills under 
any plan. 

Under the plan adopted by Central 
Illinois Public Service Co. bi-monthly 
billing applies to residential meters 
only, both electric and gas, but exempts 
from the bi-monthly period gas house 
heating customers as well as commer- 
cial and power customers. 

The plan is expected to reduce over- 
head expenses in areas where custom- 
ers are most thinly distributed. The 
13,000 trial group of customers are 
scattered in 64 cities and villages. On 
the entire system—which does not in- 
clude the city of Springfield, where 
headquarters are located—there is only 
one town of 40,000, but there are 20 


towns of less than 5,000 population. 

Many of the utilities that have 
adopted bi-monthly meter reading or 
billing have patterned their plans after 
the Detroit Edison Co., which adopted 
this method during the last war at a 
time when it had about 188,000 cus- 
tomers and which still has bi-monthly 
reading and billing in effect now that 
it has some 700.000 customers. 


Starts Postcard Billing: 
Saves Manpower 


Because of emergency conditions cre- 
ated by the war, the Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Co.. has found it necessary to in- 
augurate a policy of reading meters 
and rendering standard bills only every 
third month. Bills formerly were ren- 
dered monthly. 

Believing that the payment of a quar- 
terly bill would be burdensome to most 
of its customers, the company has ar- 
ranged to send a postcard bill in each 
of the two months between the render- 
ing of the quarterly bills. These post- 
card bills will be for an average amount 
which when paid will be credited to 
the actual amount of the reading at the 
quarterly rendering. 

Use of a postcard for the interim bills 
will result in an additional saving of 
manpower since it has been the policy 
of the company to deliver its bills. The 
quarterly bills will be delivered as 
before. 





WAR PRODUCTION CONFEREES—Electrical panel headed by Frederick W. Bliss 
(General Electric), second from right, rear row, which met under WPB auspices 
recently at Northeastern University, Boston, to discuss forcing maximum service 
out of existing equipment in war material plants. Immediate set-ups of preventive 
maintenance schedules; loading apparatus to severe limits (95 dag. C. in some cases 
under low ambient); feeder-end voltage checks in industry: saving turbine capacity 
for use at lower ratings when removal of defective blading is necessary pending 
replacement of parts; extension of testing programs; apparatus shifts, and abnormal 
expedients to maintain outputs under pressure were championed 
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Krug Will Address 
N.E.M.A. Meeting 


J. A. Krug, deputy director general 
for priorities control, War Production 
Board, will be the principal speaker at 
the annual meeting luncheon of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation to be held at the Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel, New York, N. Y., on Oc- 
tober 28. 

Another feature on this occasion will 
be the presentation of Fifty-Year Cer- 
tificates to five pioneers who have been 
associated with the electrical industry 
for the past half century. Those who 
will be honored are: Charles R. Dur- 
ling, Monitor Controller Co., Baltimore; 
F. A. Merrick, Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co., Pittsburgh; 
Henry D. Reed, Anaconda Wire & 
Cable Co., New York; W. D. Steele, 
Benjamin Electric Manufacturing Co., 
Des Plaines, Ill., and H. W. Young, 
Delta-Star Electric Co., Chicago. 

The NEMA annual meeting, to be 
held the week of October 26 in New 
York, has scheduled some 125 meet- 
ings of major committees, sections and 
groups. 


N.E.M.A. Spring Meeting 
to Be Held in Chicago 


Announcement has been made _ by 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association that the Hot Springs, Va., 
meeting planned for May, 1943, will 
be canceled and that the spring meet- 
ing will be held at the Palmer House, 
Chicago, during April 20-23, 1943. 

The midwinter meeting, customarily 
scheduled during February in Chicago, 
will also be canceled next year. 


Bibliography Published 
on Electrical Safety 


The new bibliography of technical 
literature entitled “Bibliography on 
Electrical Safety, 1930-1941,” just pub- 
lished by the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, sponsored by the 
committee on safety, makes available 
a fund of information on electrical 
safety which should be of special in- 
terest at a time when accident preven- 
tion is of national importance. A list 
of applicable standards, specifications 
and safety codes is also included. Elec- 
trical accident causes, prevention meth- 
ods, codes and standards, electric shock 
and resuscitation are topics covered. 

The bibliography may be obtained 
from A.I.E.E. headquarters, 33 West 
39th Street, New York, at 25 cents per 
copy to Institute members (50 cents to 
non-members ) . 
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Gaylord B. Buck, right, elected president 

of the RMEL for 1943, discusses the future 

of the utility business with E. T. Kengdin, 
Inland Utilities Co. 


RMEL Probes 
Postwar Plans 


Turbulent times ahead for the elec- 
trical industry were forecast at the an- 
nual conference of the Rocky Mountain 
Electrical League, October 16 and 17 
in Denver, if key men do not heed the 
signs of the times. A. L. Jones, chair- 
man of the league’s post-war planning 
committee, regards the public’s savings 
in war bonds as a partial backlog to be 
invested in electrical appliances, as a 
medium to absorb excess power war 
industries will release when the peace 
is signed. 

RMEL’s meeting, substitute for the 
customary annual convention, was of 
the “shirt-sleeve” variety. League func- 
tions have been entirely converted to 
the war effort. Utility executives, manu- 
facturers, distributors and dealers from 
Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico 
participated in the conference, pooling 
their experience with a view to provid- 
ing a blueprint of the future. The con- 
sensus was that utilities will be forced 
to pioneer the sale of electrical mer- 
chandise after the war, due to the fact 
that many of the dealers will not have 
the facilities or resources to carry the 
load. 

Gaylord B. Buck, vice-president Pub- 
lic Service Co. of Colorado, was elected 
president of the organization—a post 
he held in 1941, succeeding J. W. Alex- 
ander, president of the Rawlins (Wyo.) 
Electric Co. He will assume office 
January 2, 1943. Vice-presidents named 
were E. A. Bradner, manager Las Vegas 
Light & Power Co.; James A. Bullock, 
Western Colorado Power Co.; H. H. 
Lenhart, manager Cheyenne Light, Fuel 
& Power Co., and J. M. De Pue, Gen- 
eral Electric Supply ww. G. 
Sterne was re-elected treasurer and 
George E. Lewis, secretary-manager. 


Corp. 
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Hansen Heads 
Welding Society 


The latest WPB directive requiring 
certification that a building has been 
designed to secure the greatest savings 
of steel practical, through continuity jn 
design and welded fabrication, was 
hailed by K. L. Hansen, newly elected 
president of the American Welding So. 
ciety, as another triumph for welding in 
the war effort. The society announced 
Hansen’s election at the close of its con. 
vention in Cleveland, October 15. He js 
a consulting electrical engineer. 

Speakers at the convention described 
how welding methods were transform. 
ing almost every type of construction 
work, conserving materials, improving 
their strength and endurance, and sim. 
plifying manufacturing operations. 

Other officers elected for the coming 
year include: First vice-president, David 
Arnott, vice-president and chief sur- 
veyor American Bureau of Ships, New 
York; second vice-president, Isaac 
Harter, vice-president Babcock & Wil- 
cox Co., Barberton, Ohio; treasurer, 0. 
B. J. Fraser, director of Technical Serv- 
ice, International Nickel Co., New York. 





MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Accident Prevention 
Committee, Hotel Sherman, Chicago, Ill., Oc- 
tober 30-31. Col. H. S. Bennion, Managing Di- 
rector, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Conference of 
all committees, Windsor Hotel, Montreal, Que. 
November 2-3. B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 84 
Tramways Bldg., Montreal, Que. 


Previously Listed 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., October 26-30. W. J. Donald 


managing director, 155 East 44th St., New York 
mM. Ts 


National Safety Council—Annual congress, Sher 
man Hotel, Chicago, IIl., October 27-29. N. H 
Dearborn, managing director, 20 North Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, Ill. 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners—Annual convention, St. Louis 
Mo., November 10-12. Ben Smart, secretary 
7411-13 New Post Office Bldg., Washington 
D.C. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 


Annual meeting, Astor Hotel, New York N.Y. 


November 30-December 4. Ernest Hartford 
executive assistant secretary, 29 West 39th St 
New York, N. Y. 


National Exposition of Power and Mechanical 
Engineering—Madison Square Garden, Ne 
York, N. Y., November 30-December 4. 


National Association of Manufacturers—Congres 


of American Industry, Waldorf-Astoria Hote! 
New York, N. Y., November 30 December ° 
G. G. Geddis, 14 West 49th St., New Tor 
a. Ts 


American Society of Agricultural Engineers—fe 
meeting, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Vere 
ber 7-9, Raymond Olney, secretary, St. JoseP 


Mich. 


American Society of Civil Engineers—Annu 
meeting, headquarters, New York, N. ts ¥9", 


ary 20-22. George T. Seabury, secretary, ” 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers” 
Winter convention, New York, N. Y., vane 


25-29. H. H. Henline, secretary, 33 West am 


St., New York, N. Y. 
—hh—hi——hhh—h—h—h_ 
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COLORFUL CEREMONY—Simple 
panding list of winners of the Amy-Nav 
in the production of war equipiient.” 

3 , e s this company was the scene of 

G.E.’s CANNONS GO FOR SCRAP—After World War I the two cannons above were placed in one of the park employees at which Mayor J. Hf 
plants of General Electric. The larger was captured from the Germans, while the smaller is a 3-in. field piece ceremonies (front row, fourth fr 
formerly used by the Navy. G.E. war veterans look on as they are readied for the scrap pile mander Lewis L. Strauss, US 


award on behalf of the company 
were presented by Major R. D. 


SCRAP HUNTERS—President C. C. Smith, Kansas City Power & Light Co., puts the X on another piece of equip- 
ment contributed to the scrap campaign. Since January 1, 1940, the Kansas City company has turned over more 
than 5,800,000 lb. of scrap metals: more than 500,000 lb. of this was turned in during September 
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WELDER “BOMBS”—Lined up like big bombs in the assembly section at the East Pittsburgh works of West- 
inghouse are streamlined “Flexarc” welders, mounted on wheels to facilitate moving from place to place. The 
welders are destined for shipyards, airplane plants and other war industries 





Wire & Cable Co. joins the rapidly ex- 
Navy E. Pennant “for high achievement 

The Cambridge. Mass., factory of 
. qward recently at a mass assembly of 
Bircoran of Cambridge was the master of 
left), At the Mayor's left stands Com- 
who presented the pennant, and on 


md all its personnel. Pins for employees 
nite, U.S.A. well known in New England 
omer power sales engineer 


RECLAIMING OVER- 
HEAD GROUND WIRES 
—Because of the wire 
shortage, Georgia Power 
is taking overhead 
ground wires from the 
East Point-Martin Dam 
line to be used as con- 
ductors on the new Vi- 
dalia- Brunswick line 
now building. The illus- 
trations show how the 
wire was pulled from 
the towers at a 2-mile- 
a-day clip. Both ends of 
a truck’s winch shaft 
were extended to carry 
a reel. As the reels re- 
volved, the wire, which 
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had been placed in 
stringing blocks, was 
pulled from the towers. 
The picture at left 
shows an ingenious de- 
vice for getting wires off 
the towers without foul- 
ing, like the REA line 
in the foreground. The 
obstruction is bridged 
by merely hanging a 
length of pipe, guyed 
with ropes, on the dead 
conductors, thus support- 
ing the overhead ground 
wires above the obstruc- 
tion as they are pulled 
off. Scheme was devised 
by J. C. Cox, foreman of 
the special construction 
crew, and the pictures 
were taken by H. P. 
Whitehead, supervisor, 


special construction 


<- 


THE EDISON MAN 
GOES TO WAR—The 
Y4-ton statue at left, 
made of brass, copper, 
aluminum and duralu- 
min for the Consoli- 
dated Edison System’s 
exhibit at the New York 
World’s Fair in 1940, 
has been donated by 
the company to the 
scrap campaign. Vice- 
President Clarence L. 
Law, left. is shown pre- 
senting the Edison Man 
to George Sutherland, 
regional salvage man- 
ager, WPB 
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Week’s Output 
Holds Gains 


The upward trend of power output, 
established for the week ending Oct. 10, 
was continued with a fractional gain 
for the week ending Oct. 17, according 
to figures released by the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute. For the latest week, the 
amount of electrical energy distributed 
by the light and power industry 
amounted to 3,717,360,000 kw.-hr., as 
compared with 3,702,299,000 kw.-hr. for 
the Oct. 10 week. The percentage in- 
crease from the corresponding week of 
last year, gained from 10.3 percent for 
the Oct. 10 week to 12.2 percent for the 
latest week. 

All of the major geographic sections 
of the country contributed to the per- 
centage increase over the previous 
week’s figures, with the exception of 
the Pacific Coast area which dropped 
from a 30.8 percent gain over last year’s 
figures, for the Oct. 10 week, to a 28.1 
percent gain. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1942 1941 1940 
Oct. 17 3,717 Oct. 18 3,313 Oct. 19 2,838 
Oct. 10 3,702 Oct. Jt 3,355 Oct. 12 2,817 
Oct. 3 3,683 Oct. 4 3,330 Oct. 5 2,792 
Sept. 26 3,720 Sept. 27 3,273 Sept. 28 2,816 
Sept. 19 3,757 Sept. 20 3,273 Sept. 21 2,769 
Sept. 12 3,571 Sept. 13 3,322 Sept. 14 2,773 
Aug. 29 3,640 Aug. 30 3,261 Aug. 31 2,736 
Aug. 22 3,674 Aug. 23 3,231 Aug. 24 2,714 
Aug. 15 3,655 Aug. 16 3,238 Aug. I7 2,746 
Aug. 8 3,637 Aug. 9% 3,323 Aug. 10 2,743 
} 

Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 
paiiscion 





a os ce ee oe 

Oct. 17 Oct.10 Oct. 3 

New England .. + 5.5 + 1.0 + 1.4 
Mid-Atlantic +62 +2.1 + 4.2 
Central Industrial +82 +62 +63 
West Central ..... +10.9 +108 +10.2 
Southern States .. +176 +166 +15.3 
Rocky Mountain + 8.9 + 8.4 + 9.0 
Pacific Coast ..... +28. 1 +30.8 +29.1 
Total United States... +12.2 +10.3 +10.6 


Billions of Kw.-Fir. 
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Grand River Dam 
at Full Capacity 


Oklahoma’s Grand River Dam, oper- 
ating at full capacity for the first time 
during the entire month of September, 
contributed 98 percent of its entire 
power production to war industries, 
Douglas G. Wright, special represen- 
tative of the FWA, in charge, announced 
recently. 

Wright also revealed that the hydro- 
electric plant had carried an average 
load of 55,000 kw., out of an installed 
capacity of 60,000 kw., for the entire 
month; it had delivered to customers 
34,406,200 kw.-hr. of power out of a 
total production of 35,823,590 kw.-hr.— 
showing a loss of only 3.9 percent in 
the entire project’s distribution system, 
and that the plant earned a revenue 
from the sale of power, during Septem- 
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ber, of $168,000—75 
than earlier estimates. 

Wright paid high credit to inter- 
change agreements and cooperation of 
other utilities in the state, in comment- 


percent higher 


ing on the plant’s record. 
Transmission loss of less than 4 per- 
cent is about half what would normally 
be expected, Wright said, declaring that 
it was accomplished by “shooting our 
power straight to our two largest con- 
sumers within a 30-mile radius”’—an 
aluminum plant in Arkansas and an 
ordnance works in Oklahoma. 


PUD Buys Utility System 
Lewis County PUD at Chehalis, 


Wash., has purchased the Morton elec- 
trical distribution system of the Wash- 
ington Gas & Electric Co. at a price of 
$72,500. 
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Power Curitailed 
in 36 Quebec Mills 


Curtailment of production in 36 more 
newsprint mills in Ontario and Quebec, 
to release approximately 50,000 hp. for 
war industries, in addition to conserv- 
ing manpower, was announced recently 
following a joint conference of the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board, the 
National Selective and J. H. 
Symington, power controller. The cur- 
tailment is similar to the provision made 
for reduction in the output of the On- 
tario Paper Co.’s mill at Thorold, an- 
nounced last month. 

The quoted R. L. 
Weldon, newsprint controller, as saying 
that further reductions will be made 
as soon as the requirements of war 


Service 


announcement 


plants in the area are more accurately 
estimated. 
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Weston Joins Staff 
of N.E.C.A. in New York 


Gerald W. Weston has been ap- 
pointed as assistant to the general man- 
ager of the National Electrical Con- 
tractors Association, taking up his 
duties at the N.E.C.A. headquarters 
office in New York on November 1. 

Mr. Weston has been for nineteen 
years secretary-manager of the Elec- 
tric Association of Kansas City, which 
has been one of the leading electrical 
leagues of the country in development 
and promotional work, particularly in 
the promotion of Red Seal adequate 
wiring. Under Mr. Weston’s direction 
the Electric Association of Kansas City 
has promoted successful electric and 
radio expositions, refrigeration shows 


? 


and cooking schools and conducted co- 
operative advertising campaigns. 

For seven years, from 1916 to 1923, 
Mr. Weston was executive secretary of 
a national association of woodenware 
manufacturers with headquarters in 
Chicago, leaving that organization to 
take up the position of executive-mana- 
ger of the electric league in Kansas 
City. 

He has served as president of the 
International Association of Electrical 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Leagues and is at the present time a 
member of the board of directors. He 
has taken an active part in Chamber of 
Commerce and other civic activities in 
Kansas City. At a meeting of the 
Greater Kansas City Chapter, N.E.C.A., 
which was held on October 8, a Hamil- 
ton wrist watch was presented to him 
as a token of the esteem in which he 
is held by the electrical contractors in 
Kansas City. Mr. Weston is a graduate 
of Purdue University in electrical en- 
gineering. 


> Dr. ANpREW GEMANT, research de- 
partment, Detroit Edison Co., has been 
elected a fellow in the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science 
in recognition of his original research 
work in the field of electrophysics. 


> W. E. Appe, Jr., of the Duke Power 
Co., Burlington N, C., since 1934, has 
been promoted to superintendent of 
distribution lines for the Burlington 
district, to succeed the late T. H. Kivett. 


> THomas V. Warp of Washington, 
chief electrical inspector of the District 
of Columbia, was elected president of 
the eastern section, International As- 
sociation of Electrical Inspectors, at the 
recent annual meeting in New Haven. 
Conn. 


> J. O. WerHersie has been appointed 
manager of General Electric Co.’s wir- 
ing materials district No. 2. with head- 
quarters in New York. This assign- 
ment is in addition to Mr. Wetherbie’s 
present responsibility as special repre- 
sentative co-ordinating the activities of 
General Electric’s appliance and mer- 
chandise department and other depart- 
ments of the company on large govern- 
mental, commercial, industrial and re- 
sidential construction projects. In his 
new position he will have charge of 
General Electric wiring materials sales 
along the Atlantic seaboard from New 


York City to Charlotte, N. C. 
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A. J. McEachern Assigned 
New Duties in Boston 
Arthur J. McEachern has been ap- 
pointed industrial relations manager 


of the Boston Edison Co., succeeding 
Herbert W. Moses, who has retired 





from active service. Mr. McEachern 
joined the company’s staff in 1905 and 
spent many years in the purchasing de- 
partment, ultimately becoming assistant 
purchasing agent. He has been acting 
industrial relations manager since Jan- 
uary, 1942. 

Herbert W. Moses, who has retired 
from the post of industrial relations 
manager of the Boston Edison Co., 
joined the Edison utility in 1900. He 
was manager of the Chelsea Gas Light 
Co. when it was acquired in 1906. His 
career included diversified service in 
the sales department, where he was en- 
gaged for a time in rate problems and 
later in load-building duties. Mr. 
Moses was manager of the still-remem- 
bered Boston 1912 Electric Show. 4 
milestone in pre-war promotion activ- 
ities. In.1921 he was appointed head 
of the company’s welfare bureau and 
has rendered distinguished service 
which attracted industry-wide atten 
tion in that field. He will continue 10 
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an advisory capacity with the indus- 
trial relations department. 


> J. P. CoNNOLLY, sales manager of the 
South Carolina Power Co., Charleston, 
has been appointed manager of custo- 
mer relations, a newly created depart- 
ment of the company. Mr. Connolly’s 
responsibilities are in addition to his 
present duties as sales manager. 


>H. B. Lacy, for the past thirteen 
years chief clerk of the Arkansas Power 
& Light Co.’s northeastern division. 


has been made assistant to operations 
manager H. F. Minnis in the company’s 
general offices at Pine Bluff, succeed- 
ing J. R. Prerce, who has left Arkansas 
Power & Light Co. to become vice- 
president and general manager of the 
new Arkansas Municipal Water Co., 
which plans to purchase the power com- 
pany’s water systems in 20 towns. 


C. F. Wagner Receives 
Westinghouse Citation 


Charles F. Wagner, manager of cen- 
tral station engineering at the East 
Pittsburgh works of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., has been 
awarded the Westinghouse Order of 
Merit for his lightning studies which 
have won him international recogni- 
tion. Presentation was made by M., W. 
Smith, vice-president in charge of en- 
gineering. 

Mr. Wagner’s certificate of honor 
also cited his work “in the interpretation 
in simple and understandable terms 


Re ta 
HAMAR 






cee ian! 


M. W. Smith (left), Westinghouse vice- 
President, presents the Order of Merit to 
C. F. Wagner, manager of the central 
station engineering department at East 


Pittsburgh 
ol complicated electrical problems” 
and his practical application of mathe- 
matics t power system analysis, ma- 
chine characteristics and short-circuit 
calculati 
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> Joun E. Hess, transformer engineer 
of the English Electric Co. of Canada, 
Ltd., St. Catharines, Ont., for the past 
eight years, died in that city on October 
1, in his forty-eighth year. A graduate 
in electrical engineering of the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, Mr. Hess was in the 
engineering department of the Cana- 
dian General Electric Co., Ltd., Toron- 
to, before moving to St. Catharines. 


> Rosert F. Herrick, 76, noted cor- 
poration lawyer, a director of the Bos- 
ton Edison Co. and many other business 
organizations, died at Boston on Octo- 
ber 13. He was an overseer of Harvard 
University and senior member of the 
law firm of Herrick, Smith, Donald & 
Farley, Boston. 


> Hersert M. Cooper, an employee 
of Pacific Gas & Electric Co. and its 


predecessors for 33 years, died on 
October 5. He was 70 years old and 
had been retired since 1938. Mr. 


Cooper was born in Nevada County, 
Calif., and began work for the Bay 
County Power Co. at Nevada City in 
May, 1905. Before starting in the elec- 
tric industry he had worked for his 
father in a sawmill located on what is 
the site of P. G. & E.’s Deer 
Creek power house. Working first on 
flume construction, in 1907 he became 
superintendent of the water district 
at Alta and in 1910 was transferred to 
Auburn, Calif., as manager of the 
company’s Drum division. He was at 
Auburn until he retired in 1938. 


now 


> C. E. ANDERSON, western manager 
National Carbon Co., Chicago, died 


suddenly, of heart disease, at his home 
in Evanston, IIl., October 14 at the age 
of 56. Mr. Anderson became associated 
with the National Carbon Co. in 1919. 
Prior to that he had been connected 
with the General Electric Co. and West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
During his early years with the com- 
pany he was in charge of miniature 
lamp sales and during the time that 
National Carbon Co. was in the radio 
tube and Prestone field he was in charge 
of sales of these products in New York 
and later in Kansas City. He was trans- 
ferred to Chicago from Kansas City in 
1932 to take charge of sales in the 
Western division. 


> Rosert S. IREMONGER, well known in 
the electrical manufacturing industry, 
died on September 7. Mr. Iremonger 
joined the Benjamin Electric Manufac- 
turing Co. 28 years ago as a sales repre- 
sentative, making his headquarters in 
the New York office. For a time he 
covered Pennsylvania and adjoining 
territory and during the first World 
War covered the entire eastern terri- 
tory south of New York on government 
work. For the past fourteen years his 
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activities were confined to the New 


York area exclusively. 


William H. Atkins 


William H. Atkins, one of the pion- 
eers of the New England electric util- 
ity industry, whose death at the age 
of 83 was announced in ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, October 17, page 127, was an 
outstanding leader in his business 
career, which combined engineering in- 





sight, promotional ability and a pro- 
found understanding of both public and 
employee relations in the upbuilding 
of the Boston system in intimate asso- 
ciation with the late President C. L. 
Edgar. Mr. Atkins was born at Water- 
ville, Me., and in 1884 obtained a posi- 
tion with the then New England Wiring 
Co., Brockton, Mass., reporting for 
duty with a hammer, screwdriver and 
pair of pincers to assist other recruits 
in wiring a local fire engine house. He 
installed work at Holyoke, Mass.; 
Lewiston, Me.; Laconia, N. H., and 
Great Barrington, Mass., as well as 
the pioneer Bijou Theatre installation 
at Boston. , 

When the Boston company discon- 
tinued free wiring, Mr. Atkins was em- 
ployed by it as an inspector, entering 
utility service in 1887. He soon became 
superintendent, and his responsibilities 
grew with the company’s development. 
Operation, sales, engineering and pub- 
lic relations all had the benefit of his 
leadership down through the years. 
Mr. Atkins’ capacity for harmonizing 
divergent viewpoints into a program of 
united activity was remarkable. 

He was Boston Edison’s only general 
superintendent and retained that title 
after becoming a vice-president. He 
had been treasurer of the Association 
of Edison Illuminating Companies, of 
the National Electric Light Association 
and was a member of the Edison Pion- 
eers. Mr. Atkins retired from business 
in 1932. 
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Reliance Takes Over 
Pocahontas Plant 


Reliance Electric & Engineering Co., 
Cleveland, has leased the plant at pres- 
ent occupied by the stoker division of 
the Pocahontas Fuel Co., Clarence L. 
Collens, Reliance president, has an- 
nounced. Funds for the new facilities 
and equipment will be supplied by the 
Navy Department. 

The acquisition of these additional 
motor manufacturing facilities to be 
operated separately as the marine di- 
vision, gives Reliance three plants in 
Cleveland. This will permit the com- 
pany to increase substantially its pro- 
duction of electrical equipment for the 
Navy under a new contract negotiated 
in the past few days. 

“The close proximity of this plant to 
our No. 2 plant is expected to simplify 
considerably some of our most immedi- 
ate problems of supervision and will 
assist generally in getting the new pro- 
duction into high gear at an early date,” 
Mr. Collens stated. He added that while 
no figures on the number of new em- 
ployees to be hired could be released at 
this time, it was expected that upward 
of 40 percent of them would in all likeli- 
hood be women. 


G.E. Income Rises; 
Taxes Cut Profits 


General Electric Co.’s profit available 
for dividends for the first nine months 
of this year amounted to $30,710,499 or 
$1.06 a share of common stock, com- 
pared with $37,471,681 or $1.30 a share 
for the same period last year, a decrease 
of 18 percent. These earnings were after 
provision for federal income and excess 
profits taxes of $139,000,000 in the 
1942 period and $82,000,000 in the 
1941 period, an increase of 70 percent. 

Provision for federal income and ex- 
cess profits taxes in the first nine months 
of this year included $114,000.000 based 
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on the revenue act in effect on Septem- 
ber 30, and $25,000,000 for the esti- 
mated additional federal taxes on in- 
come which will be applicable to this 
period when the tax bill for 1942 is 
enacted. Before provision for these fed- 
eral taxes the company’s total income 
for the first nine months was $169,710,- 
499. or 42 percent more than in the 
corresponding period a year earlier. 

Net sales billed during the nine 
months ended September 30 amounted 
to $654,882,607, compared with $474,- 
017,608 for the same period a year ago, 
an increase of 38 percent. 


Will Vote on Financing 


Foster-Wheeler Corp. set October 23 
as the record date for holders of the 
company’s 6 percent prior preferred 
and $7 preferred stocks to qualify to 
vote on a proposed Regulation V loan 
for war production purposes. 


























Westinghouse “Calls 
All H.P.” for War 


In a drive to get more war produc. 
tion out of electric motors and at the 
same time save up to 40 percent of the 
copper, steel and aluminum used in 
their manufacture, Westinghouse Elec. 
tric & Manufacturing Co. recently be. 
gan a calling-all-horse power compaign. 
This is being done in co-operation with 
WPB, which has asked motor users to 
load each unit to the limit. 

A. C. Streamer, Westinghouse vice- 
president, in a letter to company engi- 
neers, salesmen, jobbers and industrial 
agents, said: “It may seem strange to 
you that we, who have always been 
advocates of conservatism in the appli: 
cation of motors and control, should 
now promote an upward rating, but the 
shortage of critical materials is daily 
becoming more acute, and it is, there: 
fore, definitely up to each one of us 
to do our part in conservation.” 
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SCHEDULED FOR PRODUCTION—One of the display high spots at the recent Kelvinator 
convention was the model of the flying boat which Nash-Kelvinator is scheduled © 


build in a plant now nearing completion, Charles T. Lawson, manager of the new plant 
is shown with Frank R. Pierce, vice-president in charge of sales, inspecting the model of 


the ship 
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Six recommendations were made: (1) 
Motors open to the air should be over- 
loaded 25 percent above their name- 
plate rating unless the surrounding 
temperature is exceptionally high; (2) 
most plants using small motors have 
990- or 440-volt power supplies. WPB 
has asked that 440 volts be used _ be- 
cause this reduces the amount of cop- 
per required in leads and control appa- 
ratus: (3) use of standard sealed sleeve 
hearing motors unless ball bearing mo- 
tors are absolutely essential; (4) use 
motors of highest practical standard 
speed and avoid use of multi-speed mo- 
tors; (5) use a.c. motors in preference 
to d.c. types wherever possible, and (6) 
match and circuit protective 
equipment to the motor on the basis 
of nameplate horsepower rating. 


control 


Electric Furnace 
Installations Rise 


Production of industrial electric fur- 
naces was 16 times greater during the 
first six months of 1942 than during any 
pre-war half year, according to C. L. 
Ipsen, manager of electric heating sales 
for General Electric Co. 

“Prior to World War I, electric fur- 
naces were used mainly in laboratories, 
but they were speedily adapted to war,” 
Mr. Ipsen said. “Today they are playing 
a leading role in heat treating thousands 
of different parts and sub-assemblies 
for war devices of all kinds. By plant 
expansion and by working around the 
clock, however, makers of electric fur- 
naces are supplying the demand for 
facilities, 

“This increase of electric furnace in- 
stallations foreshadows an even more 
extensive application in the post-war 
period, when carefully controlled heat 
treatment can be expected to play an 
important role in the manufacture of 


fnormous quantities of metal products 
of all types.” 


Davis Memorial Contest 


Closing date for entries in the H. P. 
Davis National Memorial Announcers 
Award has been extended to October 
24 by decision of the judges, the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. has announced. 
The Davis Memorial was established 
by Mrs. H. P. Davis of Pittsburgh in 
memory of her late husband, H. P. 
Davis, “father of radio broadcasting.” 
Mr. Davis who died in 1931, was vice- 
President of the W estinghouse Electric 
& Manufa turing Co., chairman of the 
National } Broadcasting Co. and one of 
v’s leading engineers and 
‘cutives. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Reports from most industrial centers continue to reflect a high level of activity. 


Diversification, 


rather than size, features the electrical market, 


with govern- 


ment awards to manufacturers covering a wide range of supplies and equip- 
ment. Output of civilian goods shows additional declines. 


NEW YORK 


Under the sponsorship of the National 
Retail Dry Goods Association, about 400 
department stores voted unanimously last 
week to regulate their own inventories so 


that government action on inventory con- 
trol will not be necessary. High-pressure 


methods of manufacturers to induce re- 
tailers to stock goods in advance of sea- 
sonal requirements was chiefly responsible 
for the action. Department store business 
was good, too. For the week ended October 
10 sales were up 25 percent over the corre- 
sponding week in 1941, according to the 
Federal Reserve Board. For the last four- 
week period the gain was 8 percent. Pres- 
ent stocks are considered adequate for the 
Christmas season, but the outlook for 1943 
is far from clear. In the appliance field. 
many stores are already cleaned out of 
merchandise. 

Engineering construction volume for the 
week, $157,526,000, is 13 percent higher 
than in the preceding week, and almost 
four times as great as the $42,944,000 re- 
ported for the holiday-shortened week in 
1941, according to Engineering News-Rec- 
ord. The current week’s volume brings the 
1942 construction total to $8,133,308.000, 
an increase of 60 percent over the total for 
the 42-week period last year, and already 
38.5 pe recent over the volume reported for 
the 52 weeks of 1941. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Diversification, rather than size, features 
the electrical market in this area. During 
the past four months 1.200 war contracts, 
worth more than $19,000,000, were placed 
with 700 New England plants. Inquiries are 
being received in good volume, but actual 
bookings are being held up in many cases 
by stiffening priorities. 

Cumberland County Power & Light has 
installed about 5,000 kva. in capacitors to 
improve power supply conditions among im- 
portant industrial users in the Portland, 
Me., area. Fuel conversion plans are 
stepping up considerable activity in port- 
able air-heating units, which are in strong 
demand by institutions, and pushing elec- 
trical accessories for mechanical stokers. 

City of Boston contracts for change-over 
to coal burning involving new stokers 
amounted to more than $11,000 last month. 
Boston Fire Department recently placed 
orders for 10,000 ft. of 3-in. No-crete con- 
duit for line extensions. New Haven R.R. 
has installed 19 fluorescent lighting units 
in its ticket-selling area at the Providence. 
R. I., station to modernize general and 
counter illuminations. 

Government awards to manufacturers in 
this district reflect a wide range of elec- 
trical supplies and equipment. Part of a 
4000-switch order was recently received 
by a Connecticut manufacturer; telephone 
apparatus, radio equipment and wiring sup- 
plies for temporary frame buildings are 
featured in bookings reported last week. 
Machine tool builders are placing orders for 
small motors and switches. Among a large 
number of schedules of interest are noted 
a demand for flexible conduit, copper wire, 
batteries and connection cords for demoli- 
tion outfits. and machine tools. Bids were 
recently submitted for two direct motor- 
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driven low-pressure turbo-compressors, 
7,500 ft. lead-sheathed electric cable, 7,000 
inclosed type general use fuses, and about 
360,000 ft. copper wire. 


PACIFIC COAST 


New Pacific Coast dimout regulations ef- 
fective October 25 virtually extinguish show 
window lighting in the designated zones, 
by limiting it to one-foot candle upon any 
outdoor area. Effective November 12, all 
street and highway lights must emit no 
more than 10 percent of their lumens above 
the horizontal. 

New industrial developments reflect the 
increasing industrialization of the Pacific 
Coast, such as a permanent plant, costing 
$30,000,000 and covering 2,000,000 sq.ft., 
in Arizona for aluminum extrusion; a 
scheelite mill for tungsten in Nevada; a 
100-ton tin pilot mill in Riverside County, 
Calif.; plant additions to triple the tung- 
sten capacity in Kern County, Calif., and 
a proposed manganese plant near Tucson. 
Kaiser’s steel mill in Fontana, Calif., is 
expected to furnish more than 30 percent 
of the steel required by Kaiser’s shipyard 
in Richmond. All these establishments re- 
quire much extremely heavy as well as 
special machinery, such as 22 1,000,000- 
kw. circuit breakers furnished by Westing- 
house for Columbia Steel’s new plant at 
Provo, Utah. 

Recent orders and inquiries cover awards 
for the 230-kw. transmission line between 
Boulder Dam and the Colorado River pump- 
ing plants of $26,665 for the steel towers, 
$103,606 for 470 miles }-in. steel strand 
and $10,500 for assembly material; three 
200-kva. transformers for Los Angeles, or- 
ders for annual electric metering require- 
ments of Hetch Hetchy system to Geneval 
Electric and Westinghouse and $35,000 of 
special high-voltage tubes, condensers and 
capacitors for University of California ex- 
perimental work. 


CHICAGO 


Production of war equipment in this 
continues to mount higher each week as 
new orders show steady increase. Output 
of civilian goods shows additional declines 
as further restrictions by WPB have been 
placed on non-essential items. However, 
steady progress is being made in bringing 
a large number of these manufacturers 
into the war production program. 

During the past week 50 companies in 
this area received 69 war orders, including 
four firms awarded contracts for the first 
time. Electric companies receiving orders 
included Allied Radio Corp., miscellaneous 
supplies; American Automatic Electric 
Sales Co., telephone and switchboard equip- 
ment; Co-op Electric Supply Co., cable; 
Independent Pneumatic Tool Co., drills; 
Jefferson Electric Co., transformers; Sola 
Electric Co., voltage regulators. The War 
Department will erect a substation costing 
$50,000 in Scott County, Iowa. 

Department stores report that approxi- 
mately 90 percent of the customary Christ- 
mas merchandise will be available to early 
shoppers. Many items will, of course, run 
out early and cannot be replaced. Sales 
last week rebounded sharply upward to 18 
percent Over a year ago. 


area 
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ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 





Stock and Bond Prices Continue Upward Trend 
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While there was less activity than during the two previous weeks, utility security 
prices continued upward during the past week. “Electrical World” stock index advanced 
to 19.5 from 19.4; last year, 22.5. Bonds went to 103.5 from 103.4; last year, 105.7 





Amended Recap Plan 
For Puget Filed 


Public Co. last 
week filed an amended voluntary plan 
for recapitalization of its subsidiary, 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co., with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. The new plan contemplates dras- 
tic revisions in the original proposal 
filed last May (ExLectricat Wor tp, 
May 23, page 20) and the commission 
set October 26 for a reconvening of a 
hearing on the matter. 

The original plan provided that Puget 
Sound would reclassify its prior prefer- 
ence stock so that its holders would get 
2% shares of new preferred for each 
share of the old, reclassify its preferred 
so that holders would get 13/5 shares 
of new common for each share of old 
and reclassify its common so that hold- 
ers would get 1/22 of a share of new 
common for each old share. Holders of 
the present common stock, under the 
original plan, would have received 12.4 
percent of the new common to be issued. 

The new plan provides that the per- 
centage of new common to be received 
by the present common-stock holders 
will be reduced from 12.4 to 3.03 per- 
cent, the number of shares to be issued 
being reduced from 59,926 to 13,183. 
Dividend arrears on the prior prefer- 
ence stock will be reduced by the 
amount of $275,000 by the payment of 
an additional dividend of $2.50 per 
share before consummation of the plan. 
The arrears now will total $2,750,000 
instead of $3,025,000. 

The amended plan also provides that 


Engineers Service 


the authorized capital of the company, 
now consisting of 110,000 prior prefer- 
ence shares, 500.000 preferred shares 
and 2,000,000 common shares, all with- 
out par value, will be changed into an 
authorized capital stock of $35.528.750. 
consisting of $13.750.000 of preferred 
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stock divided into 275,000 shares of $50 
value and $21,778,750 of common stock 
divided into 435,575 shares at $50 par 
value. 

The 110.000 shares now outstanding 
of the authorized existing prior prefer- 
ence stock, no par value, will be 
changed into and reclassified as 275,000 
shares of preferred stock, $50 par value. 
The 18,005 shares of the existing no- 
par value preferred stock issued and re- 
acquired and held in the company’s 
treasury will be canceled and the re- 
maining 263,995 shares of the existing 
preferred stock, without par value, now 
outstanding will be reclassified as 422.- 
392 shares of common, $50 par value, 
and 1,318,388 shares of existing com- 
mon stock, no par value, now outstand- 
ing will be changed into and reclassified 
as 13,183 shares of common stock, $50 
par value. 

The amended plan is conditional 
upon the issue and sale of $52,000,000 
principal amount of 3% percent mort- 
gage bonds, due 1972, and $8,000,000 


of 3 percent debentures, due 1951. 





FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





Tue SEC HAs GRANTED an extension 
to December 15 of the offer of National 
Power & Light Co. to exchange its pre- 
ferred shares for common shares of 
Houston Lighting & Power Co., its sub- 
sidiary. Thus far about 36 percent of 
the preferred has been exchanged on 
the offer which has been in effect since 
last March. 


AN APPLICATION HAS BEEN FILED with 
the SEC by Kentucky Utilities Co. pro- 
posing to reduce the interest rate on 
$3.437.500 principal amount of unse- 
cured serial notes due May 1, 1943, to 
May 1. 1946, from 354 percent per an- 
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num to 314 percent per annum. Serial 
notes are held by eleven banks. Inter. 
ested parties were given until October 
30 to request the commission that 


hearing be held on the matter. 


Tue SEC HAs ISSUED an order nam- 
ing Illinois Traction Co. and North 
American Light & Power Co. as addi- 
tional parties respondent to the “death 
sentence” proceedings instituted early 
this month (ELectRIcAL Wor.p, Sep. 
tember 12, page 20) against the Ke. 
wanee Public Service Co. Illinois holds 
most of the common stock of Kewanee 
and North American holds most of the 
common stock of Illinois Traction, as 
well as a past due note of Kewanee. 
Both companies had filed for permission 
to intervene as parties in the proceed- 
ing. 


Associated Electric 
to Reduce Its Debt 


Loss of income from its Manila com- 
panies, now in the hands of the Japa- 
nese, was one of the reasons cited by 
Associated Electric Co. in a_ petition 
to the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission requesting permission to apply 
the proceeds from the sale of certain 
of its properties to the reduction of its 
debt. Under the plan the company pro- 
poses to acquire $5,824,000 principal 
amount of its own bonds for a cash con- 
sideration of $2,504,320 plus accrued 
interest from affiliated companies. 

The company’s application declared 
that the proposed transaction is a part 
of Associated Electric’s program for 
compliance with Section 11 (b) of the 
Holding Company Act. The over-all 
program contemplates the establishment 
of an integrated public utility system 
in western Pennsylvania, owned and 
operated by Pennsylvania Electric Co.. 
all of whose capital stock is owned by 
Associated. In addition, Associated’s 
investment in most of its other subsidi- 
ary companies would be disposed of and 
Associated would acquire its bonds held 
by affiliated companies. 
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at os 
Net Income 
1942 1941 
*American Power & Light 
8 a. .....:- ee $6,895,053 $10,199,508 
*California Elee. Power and 
Se 770,543 636,950 
*Electric Power & Light 
ont ER e hates =f . 8,019,544 6,211 8% 
*El Paso Electric (Texas).... 511,203 $6240 
*Gulf States Utilities...... 1,427,680 I, ma 3 
*Key West Electric........ 65,322 49935! 
*Oklahoma Gas & Electric. 2,462,501 2,498, 
*Puget Sound Power & Light 
and subs. .........-.- ta 3,063, 107 2,193.7 
*Savannah Electric & Power 300,839 ma 
*Virginia Electric & Power. 3,275,518 3,824, 


* Twelve months ended August 3!. 
mn 
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193,769 
393,719 
3,824,556 


Silver Use Saves 
12,000 Tons Copper 


Twenty-four million pounds of copper 
have been saved in the last few months 
by substituting silver for copper in 
electrical conductors, it was announced 
recently by the War Production Board, 
Conservation and Substitution Branch, 
through Harvey A. Anderson, chief. 
This saving, the WPB announced, rep- 
resents enough copper to make 95,000.- 
000 aircraft machine gun bullets, plus 
600,000 anti-tank shells, plus 1,500,000 
anti-aircraft shells. 

Copper is being replaced by silver in 
plants where electrical connections are 
a significant feature of production. Bus- 
bars, windings for transformers and 
similar appliances are now being made 
with silver. 


New Scrap Film 
Being Shown 


\ new industrial film, “Let’s Get in 
the Scrap,” prepared by the National 
Association of Manufacturers. with the 
approval of WPB’s conservation divi- 
sion, is being used by an increasing 
number of companies as a means of 
educating their executive personnel on 
how to organize and conduct an in-the- 
plant metal salvage campaign. 

The 20-minute sound slide film can 
be shown on the standard 35-mm. pro- 
jector equipment widely used by com- 
panies in supervisory or employee- 
training programs. Some 350 compa- 
nies are now sharing the film, includ- 
ing General Electric Co., Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., Western 
Electric Co., Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co. and New Orleans Public Service 
Co.. to name a few in the electrical 
field. 


Several Plants Receive 
Army-Navy “E” Award 


The joint Army-Navy pennant for 
outstanding performance in war pro- 
duction has been awarded to several 
more plants. New companies selected 
were as follows: 

General Cable Corp., Perth Amboy, 
\. J.. and Rome, N. Y.; Kennecott Wire 
& Cable Co., Phillipsdale, R. I.; Inger- 
soll-Rand Co., Phillipsburg, N. J.; 
Uwens-Corning Fiberglas’ Corp., Ash- 
ton, R. 1, and Newark, Ohio; Sylvania 
Electr ic Products, Inc., Emporium, Pa.; 
Chase Brass & Copper Co., Inc., for the 
Part its various plants have performed 
in the manufacture of war materials; 
Phileo Corp.. Chicago division, mark- 
mg the fourth such award to Philco 
plant: 
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Sales Opportunities 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bonneville Power 
Administration, Portland, Ore., Paul J. 
Raver, administrator, has authorized ex- 
pansion in Ross power substation, includ- 
ing installation of new transformers, con- 
densers, switchgear and auxiliary equip- 
ment, with additions to 115,000- and 230,- 
000-volt buses and line construction. Work 
is scheduled to be carried out during pres- 
ent federal fiscal year and is estimated to 
cost close to $1,300,000. Work is now in 
progress on an additional 115,000-volt dou- 
ble-circuit steel tower transmission line 
to that point. 


MaryLanp—United States Industrial 
Chemicals, Inc., 60 East 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y., manufacturer of general and 
industrial chemicals, plans expansion in 
plant for production for government. Com- 
plete electric equipment and facilities will 
be installed, with additional power sub- 
station equipment. Entire project will cost 
over $1,000,000 and will be financed by 
Defense Plant Corp. Proposed to begin 
work soon. 


NortH Caroitina— War Department, 
Washington, D. C., has authorized new 
military cantonment in Richmond County, 
comprising a group of one and multi-story 
buildings, with shops, warehouses and 
other industrial structures. Complete elec- 
trical equipment and facilities will be 
installed. Development is estimated to cost 
over $5,000,000, and will be supervised 
by U.S. District Engineer Office, Wilming- 
ton. 


ILt1nois—Commonwealth Edison Co., 
Chicago, plans early construction of a new 
dock on Calumet River, near 106th Street, 
for coal barge unloading service for steam- 
electric power plant in that area. Struc- 
ture will be 850 ft. long, equipped with 
tower, stationary crane and other operat- 
ing facilities. No estimate of cost an- 
nounced. Bids have been asked for con- 
struction. Sargent & Lundy, Inc., 140 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, is consulting 
engineer. 


NEBRASKA—-War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C., has approved plans for new 
air force base in vicinity of Bruning, in- 
cluding group of buildings for various 
service, with hangars, shops, warehouses 
and other industrial structures. A power 
substation is planned, with electrical dis- 
tribution system for airfield, industrial and 
residential service; also boiler house for 
central-heating system. Complete project 
will cost about $2.000.000, and will be su- 
pervised by U.S. District Engineer Office. 
Davidson Building, Kansas City, Mo. 


Missourt—Civil Aeronautics Authority. 
Washington, D. C., is selecting site in 
Springfield-Greene County area for new 
major airport, to include hangars, shops 
and auxiliary structures. A complete light- 
ing system will be installed, with range 
lights, obstruction lights, runway marker 
lights, underground conduit system, switch- 
ing station and complete control facilities. 
Fund of about $2.000.000 has been author- 
ized for entire project. 


CatirorniA — Northrop Aircraft, Ine.. 
Hawthorne, plans new plant for produc- 
tion of military airplanes for government, 
comprising several large one and multi- 
story units for parts production and assem- 
bling, and smaller adjoining buildings for 
storage, distribution and _ miscellaneous 


service. Complete electrical equipment and 
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facilities will be installed. Entire project 
will cost over $2,500,000, and will be 
financed by Defense Plant Corp. Work will 
be carried out at early date. 


WasHincton—War Production Board 
has changed priority ratings on installation 
of additional hydraulic turbine-generator 
units at Grand Coulee power development, 
covering units L-7, L-@ and L-9, each com- 
prising a 108,000-kw. generator, reducing 
progress of work to a point where it can 
proceed only in event contractors have 
excess construction materials available. Bu- 
reau of Reclamation, Denver, Colo., previ- 
ously secured priority rating to assure 
work through 1943. Change will not affect 
three other turbine-generators of like rat- 
ing to be installed, designated as units 
L-4, L-5 and L-6, scheduled to be ready 
for service in July, September and No- 
vember, 1943, respectively. 


Arizona—-War Department. Washington, 
D. C., has approved new air force base, 
comprising a series of buildings, with han- 
gars, shops and other industrial structures. 
A power substation is planned with elec- 
trical distribution system for airfield. in- 
dustrial and residential service. Work is 
scheduled to begin at once. Project is esti- 
mated to cost over $1,000,000, and will 
be supervised by U.S. District Engineer 
Office, Albuquerque, N. M. 


ALABAMA—Reynolds Metals Co., Lister- 
hill, plans expansion in aluminum ore proc- 
essing and production plant, including a 
number of new one- and multi-story build- 
ings for handling and extraction service in 
connection with bauxite rock. All equip- 
ment will be electrically operated, similar 
to present plant, which secures power sup- 
ply from TVA hvdroelectric generating sta- 
tion at Muscle Shoals, with installation of 
additional power substation equipment and 
distribution lines. Entire project is esti- 
mated to cost close to $5.000,000. It is 
understood that financing will be provided 
by Defense Plant Corp. 


InpDIANA—Public Service Co. of Indiana, 
Indianapolis, has awarded contract to J. L. 
Simmons Co., Union Title Building, Indi- 
anapolis, for erection of superstructure for 
proposed addition to Dresser steam-electric 
generating station, West Terre Haute, to 
be two-story type, 77x151 ft. Same contrac- 
tor has been carrying out foundation work. 
Extension will be used for installation of 
new 50,000-kw. turbine-generator and ac- 
cessory equipment, making fifth unit at 
plant. Sargent & Lundy, Inc., 140 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill., is consult- 
ing engineer. 


WasnHincton—Following suggestion of 
Federal Power Commission, City Council, 
Seattle, is arranging appropriation of about 
$65,000 for financing engineering surveys 
and investigations for future development 
of municipal Skagit hydroelectric power 
project. Department of Lighting is in 
charge. 


SoutH Carotina— War Department, 
Washington, D. C., has authorized new air 
force base in Orangeburg County, compris- 


ing group of byildings, with hangars, 
shops, warehouses and other industrial 


structures. A power substation is planned, 
with distribution system for airfield, indus- 
trial and residential service. Project will 
cost over $1,000.000, and will be super- 
vised bv U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Charleston. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Testing Set 


Improved 35,000-volt oil and insulation 
testing set, which can be converted for 
high potential tests on a variety of prod- 


35 000-vol# 
35 000-v« 


35,000 testing set, Cat. 79x336." Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Transformer Division, Sche- 
nectaay, » we 


ucts, consists of a 2-kva., liquid-immersed 
testing transformer, an air-cooled variable- 
voltage auto-transformer, an oil-testing re- 
ceptacle, a push-button station and a double 
range voltmeter for indication of insu- 
lation breakdown voltage. Mounted on ball- 
bearing truck for portability. 


Water Detector Lock 


Inclosed in weatherproof, pressed-steel 
housing, lock for indicating water seepage 
in gasoline tanks has probe fitting mounted 
on the top surface of the tank, the probe 
rod projecting down through the tank to 
the level at which seepage is to be detected, 


Electronic water detector lock, ''Type PISNH," 
supplied with probe fitting ‘Type H31."' Pho- 
toswitch, Inc., 2! Chestnut St., Cambridge 
Mass. 
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usually 3 in. from the bottom. The detector 
lock, wired to the probe, receives a signal 
of seepage and operates, turning off pump- 
ing equipment and actuating an alarm cir- 
cuit. Operates on 115 or 230 volts a.c., and 
will handle loads up to 10 amp. at 115 
volts a.c. 


Wooden Reflector 


Pressed wood reflector, used with ''Maze- 
Lite."" Edwin F, Guth Co., 2615 Washington 
Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 


Fluorescent fixture with steel accessory 
housing features sturdy pressed wood re- 
flectors. Fixture is equipped with “side-of- 
channel” starter-switches for easy trouble- 
shooting and “bump-proof” end plates to 
protect lampholders during transit, installa- 
tion and servicing. 


Colorimeter 


Designed to be mounted on a panel or 
control board, new colorimeter has, on its 
front side, the electrical indicating instru- 
ment, an on-and-off switch for the lamp 
and a control knob for standardizing. A 


“Lumetron" continuous flow colorimeter, 
Model 400-S, for 105-125-volt, 50-60 cycle a.c., 
with constant voltage transformer and built- 
in color filter. Photovolt Corp., 95 Madison 


distinctive feature of this device is that 
the liquid under test passes through a glass 
tube rather than being contained in an 
absorption cell or test tube. This makes 
the instrument suitable for the continuous 
control of processes in which the color or 
turbidity of a liquid must be checked, as 
a measure of its concentration or an indi- 
cation of some other chemical or physical 
condition. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 
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Rheostats 


New rheostats with solid rectangular con- 
tacts provide a finer degree of control and 
smooth operation, it is claimed. Small con- 


F 


Pressed steel rheostat with large rectangular 
contacts. Ward Leonard Electric Co., Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y. 


tacts on 8-in. or larger rheostats. Fixed and 
adjustable stops to protect control equip- 
ment can be provided. Standard sizes: 
6 to 18-in. plates, 330 to 2,000 watts. 


Floodlight 


"Compco" floodlight in three sizes for 3-wa 


adjustable mounting. Commercial Metal Pro- 


ducts Co., 2255 W. Paul Ave., Chicago, II! 


Floodlight, made of one-piece formed 
steel with baked-on “plastic enamel” sur- 
face, is provided with heatresisting lenses 
insulated to prevent penetration of smoke, 
dust or rain. Fixed focus makes repeated 
adjustment unnecessary. Available in sizes 
from 200 to 500 watts. 


Enclosed Bus 


Bus inclosure has circular frame which 
is bolted down and the insulators, in com- 
pression, are said to take all the stresses 
of the conductor. Conductor sleeve is held 
by staggered insulators. Conductor is held 
in a fixed position by set screws or allowed 
to slide during expansion by omission of 
the set screws. 


Inclosed bus (15 kv., 2,000-amp. bus. illus 
trated): frames suitable for wall, ceiling 
floor mounting; covers placed after conc 

is in position and inspected. (Shown hé 

a section frame with covers removed t 

trate new conductor sleeve.) Railway & !n- 
dustrial Engineering Co., Greensburg 
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